Woman's Fight for Survival in Novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne by Sholihah, Mardiyatus
Woman’s Fight for Survival in Novel The Scarlet Letter by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
THESIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By: 
Mardiyatus Sholihah 
Reg. Number: A73215108 
 
English Department 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities  
State Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya 
2019 




     digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
ABSTRACT 
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The Scarlet Letter novel tells about a young woman, Hester Prynne who had 
committed adultery with a young priest in Puritan, while she had a husband whom 
she did not love. This study discusses about the struggle of the main character 
fighting for survival after her alienation in Puritan society. Therefore, the study 
aims to explain and describe how hard the main character‟s effort to begin a new 
life and take care of her daughter, Pearl, by herself without any helps from others. 
This study uses feminism theory.  
This study uses feminism theory. This study uses descriptive qualitative 
method by analyzing The Scarlet Letter novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne as the 
primary data source. The data analysis was taken from the quotations from the 
novel that could explain the effort of the main caharacter in the novel, and the 
effect of Hester Prynne‟s effort.  
The result of this study indicates that Hester Prynne could live independently 
by building a small business that she got from her talent, embroidery, and also she 
was relying on her daughter strength. Hester could easily avowed by the poor 
people because she gave her special time to get an income from her embroidery 
for them. And then, Hester reputed as a heroine. The red symbol A in her chest, 
has a different meaning from the meaning before. The society in Puritan, label it 
as “Able”, because Hester can take their hearts by her effort in several years.  
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ABSTRAK 
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Advisor : Abu Fanani M.Pd 
Key Words : Feminisme, Perjuangan, dan Usaha. 
 
 Novel The Scarlet Letter menceritakan tentang seorang wanita muda yang 
melakukan perzinahan dengan seorang pendeta muda, sedangkan ia mempunyai 
seorang suami yang tidak ia cintai. Penelitian ini mendiskusikan tentang 
perjuangan karakter utama berusaha untuk bertahan hidup setelah pengasingannya 
dalam masyarakat Puritan. Maka dari itu, tujuan penelitian ini untuk menjelaskan 
dan mendeskripsikan bagaimana karakter utama berusaha untuk memulai 
kehidupan baru dan merawat anaknya, Pearl, sendiri tanpa bantuan dari orang 
lain.  
Penelitian ini menggunakan teori feminisme. Penelitian ini menggunakan 
metode deskriptif kualitatif dengan menganalisis novel The Scarlet Letter oleh 
Nathaniel Hawthorne sebagai sumber data utama. Analisis data diambil dari 
kutipan kutipan dari novel yang dapat menjelaskan perjuangan dari pemeran 
utama pada novel dan pengaruh dari perjuangan Hester Prynne. 
Hasil dari penelitian ini mengindikasikan bahwa Hester Prynne bisa hidup 
mandiri dengan merintis sebuah bisnis kecil yang dia hasilkan dari keterampilan 
menyulamnya, dan dia juga mengandalkan kekuatan dari anaknya. Hester bisa 
mudah diakui oleh orang miskin, karena dia telah memberikan waktu berharganya 
untuk mereka. Lalu, Hester dipandang sebagai pahlawan wanita. Lambang dari 
simbol merah A pada pakaiannya mempunyai arti yang berbeda dari arti 
sebelumnya. Masyarakat Puritan melambangkannya sebagai “Able”, karena 
Hester dapat mengambil hati mereka dengan usahanya selama beberapa tahun. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of  Study 
Literature is a term used to describe and also to explain written and at 
times spoken material. The word literature comes from Latin that has the meaning 
―writing formed with letters.‖ According to Lombardi (2019: 1) stated that 
literature most generally talks about the work of the innovative imagination, as 
well as poetry, drama, fiction, nonfiction, and in some illustrations, journalism 
and song. Simply, literature signifies the culture and tradition of a language or a 
people. The conception is hard to exactly describe, though many have tried. It‘s 
clear that the approved definition of literature is regularly fluctuating and 
developing. 
One of the general work of literature is a novel. Novel is a literary work in 
the form of prose. The term novel is a truncation of the Italian word novella (from 
the plural of Latin novellus, a late variant of novus, meaning ―new‖), so that what 
is now, in most language, a diminutive indicates historically the parent form. 
Burgess (1971: 3) stated that the genre of the novel is fiction, and fiction may be 
defined as the art or craft or contriving, through the written word, representations 
of human life that diverted by instructor or both. Novel has a complex story and 
has a moral value in it. Therefore, there are many researchers choosing many 
novels as the object of their research. 
The novel that will be analyzed by the researcher is The Scarlet Letter by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne. This novel is very famous and very interesting because 
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there are many moral values in it that can be taken as the example of life. There 
are many actions that refer to the feminism and also it refers to the socialist 
feminism exactly. In a daily life, a woman that has a family and also has a job can 
manage both of it as well as she can, is an example of an action of socialist 
feminism. And in this era, that action becomes a common habit for a woman. But, 
it does not occur in the previous century. It‘s too difficult to do as a woman in this 
era.  
The novel entitled The Scarlet Letter, is a popular romantic effort of 
fiction in a historical setting that written by the famous author, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, in 1850. It is setting in the 17
th
 century exactly in Puritan, Boston, 
during the years about 1642 to 1649. The first publication of this novel is in 1850 
in America, and it was published by Ticknor, Reed, and Field. The novel consists 
of 24 chapters, which are explained beautifully in 243 pages, whereas the novel 
which the writer has read consists of 282 pages, 24 chapters, and published by 
ECM Corporation. 
The issue was about the main character in the novel The Scarlet Letter. 
She was a young wife whose husband was unknown, and there was no news about 
him about one year. She committed adultery with a young pastor in Puritan, where 
it had mentioned in the novel that comitting adultery in that era was very taboo,  
and she had a baby from her love affair. She got a punishment and alienation from 
the society. In the novel The Scarlet Letter (1998) mentioned that law enforcers 
and local minister ordered Hester to wear a red letter A on the top of her shirt, so 
the society could know about her adultery and also she had to go to the border city 
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for expatriates. This punishment was painful, humiliating, and pain feelings. This 
is discriminating to Hester, so, she had to continue to fight for Pearl, and for 
survival. 
The writer is going to find, show, and describe an issue about a woman‘s 
fight for survival, Hester Prynne, in novel The Scarlet letter, Hester Prynne, using 
Feminism theory, based on the explanation of the backround of the study that the 
writer has explained above. The previous study mostly discussed about ideology. 
The difference with this study are the theory that applied in the novel and the 
analyzing of the main character of the novel. So that, the researcher wants to 
reveal the main character‘s effort and the its effect.  Hopefully, this research 
become useful for the reader and other researcher. 
1.2 Statements of the Problem 
Based on the background of the study, the problem of this research will 
formulated as follows: 
1.2.1 How does Hester Prynne begin her life with raising her child herself after 
committing adultery? 
1.2.2 What are the efforts of Hester Prynne to make the society notice and 
respect her after committing adultery? 
1.2.3 What are the effects of Hester Prynne‘s efforts? 
1.3 Objectives of the Study 
The objectives of the study is will be related to the problems of the study. 
It will be formulated as: 
     digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
M a r d i y a | 4 
 
 
 
1.3.1 To describe how Hester Prynne begins her life with raising her child 
herself after committing adultery 
1.3.2 To explain the efforts of Hester Prynne makes the society notice and 
respect her after committing adultery 
1.3.3 To describe the effects of Hester Prynne‘s effort 
1.4 Significance of the Study 
There are three significances of this study. First, this study is predictable to 
donate to the higher body of the knowledge, particularly the literary studies on 
Nathaniel Hawthorne‘s The Scarlet Letter. Second, the study is expected to enrich 
the researcher‘s knowledge and experience either dealing with library research, 
socialist feminism, or The Scarlet Letter. And the third, this research gives an 
understanding and be a reason for human being to never give up in the difficult 
live. This research also gives many moral values that can be taken as well as 
possible. 
1.5 Scope and Limitation 
The researcher took the object of this research from the main character of 
the novel The Scarlet Letter, Hester Prynne, by Nathaniel Hawthorne. There are 
many theories that can be aapplied on this novel, and there are many characters to 
be analyzed, but theresearcher wanted to focus only to analyze the main character 
of the novel, Hester Prynne, using feminism theory.  
1.6 Method of The Study 
1.6.1 Research Design 
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The researcher tried to answer the research questions by studying about 
the socialist feminism itself, and then the researcher would use feminism theory 
that applied in the novel The Scarlet Letter, and also would look for another 
research about the same theory to compare it with this research. 
1.6.2 Data Source 
The writer took the data from a novel that show many sides of socialist 
feminism. And the researcher took the novel entitled The Scarlet Letter by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne as the object of this research. 
1.6.3 Technique of Data Collection 
The data were collected by the researcher which is using feminism theory 
that is taken from The Scarlet Letter, the novel by the famous author, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. While collecting the data from its novel, the researcher collected and 
found another research that is related to the theory that the researcher used in this 
research as another opinion to get more knowledge about the theory itself when 
applying it in the literary work.  
1.6.4 Data Analysis 
In this research, the writer used descriptive analytical method. There are 
many steps of procedure of data analysis. The first, the researcher found what 
kind of small business that Hester Prynne builds to rise her daughter herself after 
committing adultery, in the novel The Scarlet Letter. The second, the researcher 
described what kind of Hester Prynne‘s efforts in beginning and building the 
small business to continue her life after committing adultery. The third, the 
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researcher explained what the effect of Hester‘s effort. And the last, the researcher 
made the conclusion from the analysis. 
1.7 Definition of Key Terms  
To escape any different opinions between the writer and the readers in 
understanding the study, it is important to provide some explanations of the key 
term that is used in this research. 
1.7.1 Puritan : a member of a 16
th 
and 17
th 
century Protestant group in England 
and New England opposing as unscriptural the ceremonial 
worrship and the prelacy of the Church of England (merriam-
webster dictionary). 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
2.1 Theoretical Framework 
 This chapter would like to deliver the related studies associated to be used 
as an ingredient in completing this thesis. The theory that is used in this research 
is socialist feminism, in order to make the readers can easily understand this 
research. And it is useful to give understanding and knowledge on the theory 
about how it works on the literary works. 
2.1.1 Feminism Theory 
 Theory is a kind of abstract thinking or wise and reasonable 
generalization, or the result of that thinking. Depending on the context, the results 
may for example consist of a general explanation of how nature works. This word 
has a background in ancient Greek, but in modern usage this word has many 
different related meanings. A theory is not the same as a hypothesis, because 
theory is a 'proven' hypothesis, which in other words, has never been canceled 
through experimentation, and actually has a basis. According to the Oxford 
dictionary, theory is a system of ideas or assumptions intended to explain 
something, especially those that have a basis on general principles that do not 
depend on things to be explained (Oxford Dictionary). The researcher uses one 
theory that is reputed as a relevant theory for this research, feminism.  
The word feminism comes from Latin, femina or woman, used in the 1980. 
The person who believes in that men or women should be equal in economic, 
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social, and politic is called as Feminist. Feminism is one of the exciting issue to 
discuss. Feminism itself used to describe the cultural, political and economical 
aspect. Those three aspects are important for life, because those three aspects are 
can make the relation between the Society better. Those three aspects have the 
purpose and the function in those places, the cultural, the political, and the 
economics have its influence in those places to make the Society and also the 
Nation keep the relation well. 
 According to Lewis (2018: 1) stated that Feminism is a series of 
ideologies and theories, which primarily strive to achieve equal political, 
economic and social rights for women and men. Feminism refers to a variety of 
agendas, ideas, beliefs, and movements to act. It refers to any action, especially 
organized, which encourages changes in society to end patterns that have harmed 
women. 
 To understand more about the problem of feminism, it is better to know 
the meaning of the word feminism itself. Feminism is a struggle to improve 
practices and laws that prevent women from adapting to achieving equality that is 
full of men in all aspects of public and domestic life. But a greater struggle is 
against all attitudes that strongly support these discriminatory practices (Murphy, 
1995). Be aware of the women are concentrated at the lowest and lowest level, 
and sometimes treated as the second class, feminism begins with the basis that the 
position of women and men in society is a result of social and natural factors. 
 Feminism was born in the early 20th century, which was pioneered by 
Virginia Woolf in her book A Room of One's Own (1929). Feminist 
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etymologically comes from the word femme (woman), which aims to fight for the 
rights of women (women), as a social class. The feminist goal is balance, gender 
interrelation. In a broader sense, feminists are a women's movement to reject 
everything that is marginalized, and demeaned by dominant culture, both in the 
political and economic fields and in social life in general. 
 Feminism theory as a tool for women to fight for their rights, is closely 
related to racial class conflicts, especially gender conflicts. In contemporary 
literary theory, feminism is a women's movement that occurs almost all over the 
world. This movement was triggered by the awareness that women's rights were 
the same as those of men (Rahmatania: 2). The diversity and differences of 
objects with their theories and methods are characteristic of feminist studies. In 
relation to literature, relevant fields of study, including: the literary tradition of 
women, female authors, female readers, the characteristics of female language, 
female figures, and so on. 
 In relation to cultural studies, women's problems are more related to 
gender equality. Feminists, especially issues concerning women in general are 
associated with emancipation, the women's movement to demand equal rights 
with men, both in the political and economic fields, and the socio-cultural 
movement in general (Rahmatania: 2). In emancipation literature it has been 
questioned since the 1920s, marked by the presence of the novel Balai Pustaka, by 
raising the issue of the problem of forced marriage, which was then continued in 
the 1930s beginning with Sutan Takdir Alijahbana's Layar Terkembang. 
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 Examples of male domination, both in the form of the main characters in 
fiction contained in literary works and factual figures as authors can be seen in 
both old and modern literary works (Rahmatania: 3). Consciousness has changed 
since the 1970s, since the birth of popular novels, followed by the presence of a 
number of female authors and figures. As a female writer is rather rare. 
Throughout the course of the history of Indonesian literature there were several 
female authors, including: Sariamin, Hamidah, Suwarsih Djojopuspito, Nh. Dini, 
Oka Rusmini, Ayu Utami, Dee, and others. 
 According to Salden (1968: 130-131), there are five problems that 
commonly arise in relation to feminist theory, namely biological problems, 
experiences, discourse, unconsciousness, and economic problems. The most 
important debate in feminist theory arises as a result of the problem of discourse 
because women are actually marginalized through discourse controlled by men. 
Basically feminist theory was brought to Indonesia by A. Teeuw. Even this fact 
also proves that western theories can be used to analyze Indonesian literature, 
provided that theories are tools, not ends. Feminist thinking about gender equality 
has been widely accepted and supported by both women themselves and by men. 
This support can be seen through public acceptance of women in the field of fields 
which were previously only dominated by men, through writing and media. 
 On the other hand, there are people who debate the definition of 
feminism that is more stringent, and, like Delmar (1986: 13) argument 
―There are those who claim that feminism does have a complex of ideas 
about women, speciﬁc to or emanating from feminists. This means that it 
should be possible to separate out feminism and feminists from the 
multiplicity of those concerned with women‘s issues. It is by no means 
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absurd to suggest that you don‘t have to be a feminist to support women‘s 
rights to equal treatment, and that not all those supportive of women‘s 
demands are feminists. In this light feminism can claim its own history, its 
own practices, its own ideas, but feminists can make no claim to an 
exclusive interest in or copyright over problems affecting women. 
Feminism can thus be established as a ﬁeld (and this even if scepticism is 
still needed in the face of claims or demands for a uniﬁed feminism), but 
cannot claim women as its domain.‖ 
Thus feminism is a term that emerged long after women began to question their 
lower status and challenged their increased social position. Even after the word 
feminism emerged, the term was still not acceptable as an identification term by 
many of those who campaigned for women's rights. In fact there are many of the 
women's rights organizations that emerged in the late 1960s and early 1970s that 
did not call themselves feminists: the term feminism has a limited use of word 
meanings in matters relating to specific concerns and certain groups (Delmar 
1986). 
 Feminism is a theory that argues that men and women must have social, 
political and economic similarities. This is the most important thing in all theories 
of feminism. Sometimes this definition is also referred to as "core feminism" or 
"core feminist theory". Note that this theory does not contribute to differences 
between men and women or similarities between men and women, nor does it 
refer to without men or simply continues the cause of women. Most other 
feminism divisions do (2004). 
 Feminism is a notion to make women aware of their position low in 
society, and the desire to improve or change the situation (Saptari, Holzner: 47). 
The position of women in the community has always been under or behind men. 
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A very unfavorable position for women to develop themselves. Feminism is 
moving for changes in women's position in society. 
 The birth of the Feminism movement was spearheaded by women who 
divided into two waves and in each wave has very rapid development (Aida: 115). 
In the first wave, introduce the term feminism, according to Ritzer, said feminism 
itself for the first time created by utopian socialist activist Charles Fourier in the 
year 1837 (Ritzer: 522). Then this movement based in Europe moved to America 
and growing rapidly since the publication of a book entitled the subjection of 
women (1869) by John Stuart Mill, and this struggle marked the birth of the 
feminist movement in the first wave. 
 This movement was very necessary at the time of the 18th century 
because a lot happened installation and restraint of women's rights (Ritzer: 523). 
In addition, history the world also shows that it is universally female or feminine 
feel disadvantaged in all fields and are nominated by men male or masculine 
especially in patriarchal society. 
 In the fields of social, work, education and politics, rights women are 
usually inferior to what is enjoyed by them men, especially traditional agrarian-
oriented people tend to put men in front, outside the house and women in the 
house. This situation began to change when the Liberalism era came in Europe 
and the occurrence of the French Revolution in the 18th century where women 
have begun to dare to place themselves like men which is often outside the home. 
 Whereas in the second wave, after the end of world war second, which was 
marked by the birth of new countries free from colonization of European countries 
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the wave of feminism was born second in 1960 where this phenomenon reached 
its peak with inclusion of women and women's voting rights in parliamentary 
voting rights (Ritzer: 519). This year was the beginning for women to obtain 
rights choose from then join in inhabiting the realm of state politics. 
 Whereas the theory of feminism is a system of ideas that are generalized, 
includes many things about social life and experiences in women developed from 
a woman-centered perspective inside two ways (Jackson, Stevi, Jones: 335). First, 
the starting point of all is the situation and experience-experience of women in 
society. Second, the theory seeks describe the social world from a unique position 
that benefits women. With the success of this second wave, the first world woman 
see that they need to save the women who are operated in the third world, 
assuming that all women are same. 
 In this study, especially regarding women, according to Fredrick Engels 
itself which is a friend of Marx, according to him that women have experiencing 
violence committed by capitalists and men with its patriarchal culture 
(Ollenburger, Jane, Moore, Helen, 2002). This happened because the women 
especially from middle and lower classes must bear the double burden of working 
in the public sector to meet family needs and also cannot abandoning the domestic 
sector imposed by women because of culture patriarchy that thrives. 
 Besides that, women are only involved in domestic affairs experiencing 
acts of violence, because the husband works at the public sector that makes a 
living tends to feel superior because of it can copy for the family, while the wife 
will be positioned inferior because according to men the domestic sector is not 
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more important than public sector. Capitalism and patriarchal culture have joined 
hands hand. 
2.1.1.1 Feminism Understandings 
 This explanation is to clarify the wrong understanding about feminism 
that many people has thought and assumed before. The researcher takes this 
explanation from https://magdalene.co by Devi Asmarani. From the eloquent 
Virginia Woolf; the martyed suffragette Emily Davison; the intellectuals of the 
likes of de Beauvoir, Greer and Wolf; the impeccable Emma Watson; to the 
online activists of everyday sexism, feminism is the faces of many women and 
men, manifested in different thoughts and expressions, all with the common goal 
of bringing equality for women in all areas of their live. 
 Many people get it wrong unfortunately and the fallacies continue to be 
propagated to this day.There are ten wrong understandings about feminism. The 
first is feminist hate men. This is one of the most ancient and most tiring mistakes 
about feminism. Feminism is an ideology that fights for equality for women in 
politics, economics, culture, personal space and public space. Feminism is not an 
ideology of hatred (Asmarani: 1). 
 The second is understanding that to achieve equality, feminism must 
weaken men. Achieving gender equality must indeed be through deconstruction of 
masculinity, but this is not the same as castrating men. In hundreds of years of 
history (even before the term feminism was launched), this movement has 
fostered a tradition of deep reflection and a rethinking of social construction of 
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gender and gender dynamics. Feminism should improve gender relations, not 
strengthen one sex at the expense of the other (Asmarani: 1). 
 The third is that feminism only helps women. Feminism does not only 
free women, it also frees men by deciding the standard standards given to women 
and men. Feminism is about changing the role of gender roles, sexual norms and 
self-limiting sexist practices. Men have the freedom to explore life outside the 
rigid boundaries of traditional masculinity. Feminism also believes in equal access 
to education, which may allow mothers to get university degrees and get jobs, so 
their families have a better chance in life. With education, women tend to have 
better life choices, produce families and communities that are healthier and 
function optimally (Asmarani: 2). 
 The fourth is the understanding that only women can become feminists. 
Feminists are committed to dealing with everyday problems such as domestic 
violence, rape and sexual violence, income inequality, sexual objectification, etc. 
the best way to deal with this problem is to involve men to respect girls, making 
fathers want to share the burden of domestic work and more involved in raising 
children, and much more (Asmarani: 2). 
 The fifth is the thought that feminists must be atheists. Indeed it is true 
that some religions have a high perspective on patriarchal perspectives and 
perpetuate the practices of ancient discriminatory practices against women, but 
that does not mean there is no room for improvement. There are many parties who 
have included female-friendly interpretations into religious teachings. In 
Indonesia these feminist scholars and Muslim scholars and several others. There is 
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no need to evict religion to believe that women have the same rights as men 
(Asmarani: 2). 
 The sixth is the understanding that feminists do not believe in marriage. 
Many feminists have happy marriages. As long as marriage values the personal, 
legal and social values of the two people in it, there is no reason to reject the 
marriage institution. What feminists reject is when people consider marriage to be 
a better place for women, give social penalties for those who are not married or 
divorced, and when marriage is used as a way to control women. Besides, 
feminists believe legal marriage must apply to all sexual preferences and gender 
expressions (Asmarani: 3). 
 The seventh is an understanding of true feminists not using makeup and 
bras. That is not true. Feminism gives women choices, not limiting personal 
expression. But expressing oneself in the expression of traditional femininity is a 
choice, not an obligation, and it should not define someone (Asmarani: 3). 
 The eighth is the understanding that feminism is a western concept. 
Frankly, this is one of the main self-criticisms of the feminist movement in the 
past: that feminism, as a movement and ideology, is too European centric and 
dictated by white middle-class women. The movement was also criticized for its 
tendency to ignore class, caste, religion, ethnic bias and racial discrimination 
which complicated the idea of gender. But feminism has been around for a long 
time in the non-western part of the world, from South America, Asia to Africa, 
although with a focus that is slightly adjusted to the local context (Asmarani: 3). 
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 The ninth is the understanding that feminism has not changed over time. 
This is wrong. The first wave of feminism in the 19th and early 20th centuries 
focused on equality of civil and political rights, especially the right of women to 
vote in elections. The second wave, which began in the 1960s and 1980s, 
expanded the goal to include issues of sexuality, family, workplace, reproductive 
rights and other legal inequalities. Feminist feminists in the third wave developed 
the debates to focus on ideas such as the theory of homosexuality, the elimination 
of role expectations and gender stereotypes. Awareness in feminism in the present 
is sometimes called the fourth wave of feminism, although it is still debated to 
embrace the idea of ―Intersexionality‖, the oppression of multiple oppressions that 
are interrelated to race, sex, sexuality and class. This is a movement and 
awareness that advocates for people to make space for those who are politically, 
economically and socially marginalized because of gender, sexual preference, 
race, class and other things (Asmarani: 4). 
 And the tenth is the understanding that feminism is no longer needed 
because women are equal to men. This is very wrong. Given the demands of the 
women's liberation movement in the 1970s: the first four demands were equal 
pay, equal opportunities for education and employment, guaranteed reproductive 
rights, and elimination of violence or sexual coercion regardless of marital status. 
Many jobs are still not friendly to women, and the position of the top leadership 
position in corporate and government companies is still very dominated by 
men.Second, in many developing countries including Indonesia, the number of 
girls who drop out of school is still higher than boys because parents see girls as 
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unprofitable in terms of economic investment. Third, even though contraceptives 
are now widely available, many countries (including Indonesia) still allow 
underage marriage, which perpetuates domestic violence and poverty. Fourth, the 
culture of rape thrives in both developed and developing countries (Asmarani: 4). 
Adding to these, the grisly tradition of female genital mutilation is still being 
practiced in Africa and even in Indonesia. and though women will be voting for 
the first time in Saudi Arabia this year, they are still not allowed to drive or leave 
home without a male relative chaperone. 
2.2 Review of Related Studies 
 The writer tries to find the earlier research that has a similarity and 
difference with this research in one research, weather it is about feminism theory, 
or about the novel The Scarlet Letter. Finally the researcher finds the three 
resaerches that has a relation with this research. The researcher finds these three 
researches that has the same analyzing from the same novel as the researcher 
analyzed. Then, the researcher will use these fifth as the erlier studies for this 
research. 
The first earlier study is in 2010 coming from Ika Ambarsari from the 
library of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The title of the research is 
―Against the Dominant Ideology in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s the Scarlet Letter: A 
Marxist Approach ―. The writer of this research is telling about the struggle of 
Hester Prynne contrary to the leading ideology to get the right and the freedom 
from the discomfort and hurt punishment and ability of persecutor in the 
Government. The result of the study is the struggle of Hester againsts the 
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dominant ideology changes a law in Puritan. The law should not give a cruel 
punishment to the criminal people which breaks the human rights in the society 
life. 
 The second previous study is the research from Desy Fitriyana Nufiz 
(2015). The title of the research is ―Theme and Moral Value of Scarlet Letter’s 
Novel‖. It focuses on analyzing themes in the novels, and Hester judgments based 
on Puritan and Islamic law. From this connection, the researcher found the theory 
of formalism, and evaluation of Puritan punishment and Islamic law. In this 
analysis, the researcher uses a literary background about Puritan life, because the 
main character is one of Puritan woman. Besides the theory of formalism, Puritan 
society and Islamic law are also used in it. The researcher analyzes Hester's 
punishment based on Puritans and Islamic law. After that, the analysis discussed 
the theory of formalism in the treaty of Hester's punishment with the relationship 
between Hester and her lover and the puritan tradition and the community in 
which she lived. Finally, Hester showed her struggle for equality, independence 
and freedom. Known from her strong accountabilities, and individuality as a 
wife's lover, and adultery as well as single parents in facing hard situations, reliant 
on Hester thoughts and will. Making choices, proving that Hester is the indication 
of formalism. 
The third previous study is the research in 2011 from Apriliana Dewi 
Saptarini ―Unfavorable Effect of Mental Stress in Arthur Dimmesdale’s Role as A 
Priest in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Novel the Scarlet Letter (1986): A 
Psychoanalytic Approach―. The writer accentuated on Arthur Dimmesdale, the 
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major character, as a minister on his community in the direction of his crime of 
sin. And the result of the research is showing the human desire and emotion. 
The fourth previous study is from Prihastuti Sri Lestari entitled ―Hester 
Prynne Self Adjustment to the Social Experiences as Reflected in The Scarlet 
Letter‖. The researcher analyzes it using social psychological approach. 
The fifth previous study is from Giyatmi in her paper entitled “A 
Comparative Analysis of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter in Original 
and movie versions :A structural Approach” focuses on the structural elements on 
both version. The thesis aims at analyzing the structural element on both version 
and reveal the similarities and differences between both of them. 
From those five previous studies, the researcher uses the same object, the 
novel entitled The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne as the research. The 
difference between this research and those five are the different theories that will 
be applied and how the researcher analyzed it. In this research, the researcher uses 
feminism theory that will be focused on analyzing the main character of the novel. 
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CHAPTER III 
Woman’s Fight for Survival in Novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne 
This chapter will answer and discuss according to the research problems 
that the writer has mentioned above. The writer will find and show how Hester 
Prynne begin her life with assumption that Hester was a bad girl and has no good 
moral because she has committed adultery in her era, that it‘s very taboo. The 
analysis will be divided into many explanations, in order to make the reader 
understand easily how strength the struggle of Hester Prynne makes her live well. 
3.1 The Beginning of Hester Prynne’s Life 
Hester Prynne began her life by building a small business, embroidery. 
This business is actually her creativity that she has, which not many people can do 
in that era. Hester also started her new life by relying on her daughter power, 
Pearl. Pearl also one of Hester Prynne‘s reason to survive. It happens after 
Hester‘s affair. Shamed and alienated from the rest of the community, Hester 
becomes contemplative. She takes a chance on human nature, social organization, 
and larger moral questions. Hester‘s misfortunes also lead her to be tolerant and a 
rationalist. But, before continuing explaining about it, the writer will explain 
about Hester Prynne herself and how all of the tragedy and the conflict begin. 
Hester Prynne is a young girl who comes from Boston. She is a beautiful 
woman. She has a tall body and a big, very graceful figure. Her hair was black 
and thick, and so shiny that it reflected sunlight. Her face looks beautiful not only 
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because of she has a perfect shape and charming skin tone, but also because it 
looks impressive with thick eyebrows and large black eyes. Her character was 
very feminine, like another women look of the era, which was characterized by 
certain elegance, not with soft, easily lost, indescribable flexibility, which was a 
measure of that era. Hester Prynne never appeared more elegant than when she 
was first in a public hearing. It can be known by this quotation. 
―The young woman was tall, with a figure of perfect elegance, on a large 
scale. She had dark and abundant hair, so glossy that it threw off the 
sunshine with a gleam, and a face which, besides being beautiful from 
regularity of feature and richness of complexion, had the impressiveness 
belonging to a marked brow and deep black eyes. She was lady-like, too, 
after the manner of the feminine gentility of those days; characterized by a 
certain state and dignity, rather than by the delicate, evanescent, and 
indescribable grace, which is now recognized as its indication‖ 
(Hawthorne: 47).    
 Those who have known her and who want to see her in a shabby and 
shabby situation, become astonished, even surprised, to see her beauty shine and 
form a kind of sacred circle of bad luck and humiliation that covers her. Maybe 
right, for a very sharp observer, there is something very painful in the perfection 
of her appearance. Her clothes, which she specifically made in prison for this 
occasion, and which she designed according to her wishes, seemed to reflect her 
soul attitude, ignorance of her feelings, with her uniqueness that was unusual and 
interesting. That is how Hester explained beautifully in the novel for the first 
impression 
Femaleness is always related with love, but the existence of Hester, as the 
novel says, is the beginning of tragedy. She is the characteristic who suffers from 
unreasonable marriage. Previous to her marriage, as the writer mention above, 
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Hester was a strong willed and impulsive young woman, she remembers her 
parents as loving parents who commonly has to keep in mind her careless 
behavior. The reason why Hester marries Roger Chillingworth, the author does 
not give a clear answer, whereas from the sentence it seemed a fouler felony 
committed by Roger, than any which had in the meantime been done him, that in 
the time when her heart knew no well, he had influenced her to impressive herself 
happy by his side, and then the readers can get the idea that their marriage is not 
based on the basis of love.  
As the writer describe that Hester Prynne married Roger Chillingworth, 
although she did not love him. He is a smart and intellectual man. He is always 
reading book in his library. He send her wife, Hester Prynne, moving to Boston 
first because he always around Europe state and other America district for study 
about medicinal treatment. It can be known in quotation:  
―Hester, said he, I ask not wherefore, nor how thou hast fallen into the pit, 
or say, rather, thou hast ascended to the pedestal of infamy on which I 
found thee. The reason is not far to seek. It was my folly, and thy 
weakness. I—a man of thought—the book-worm of great libraries—a man 
already in decay, having given my best years to feed the hungry dream of 
knowledge‖ (Hawthorne: 111). 
Although she has a husband, she felled in love with a young priest, Arthur 
Dimmesdale. He is a young protestant from England University. He has a big 
brown eyes. He has many knowledge in his mind. He always give many speech to 
Puritan society, making him very popular and he becomes a respected person in 
his society. It can be known by this quotation:  
‖The directness of this appeal drew the eyes of the whole crowd upon the 
Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale—young clergyman, who had come from one 
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of the great English universities, bringing all the learning of the age into 
our wild forest land. His eloquence and religious fervour had already given 
the earnest of high eminence in his profession. He was a person of very 
striking aspect, with a white, lofty, and impending brow; large, brown, 
melancholy eyes, and a mouth which, unless when he forcibly compressed 
it, was apt to be tremulous, expressing both nervous sensibility and a vast 
power of self-restraint. Notwithstanding his high native gifts and scholar-
like attainments, there was an air about this young minister—an 
apprehensive, a startled, a half-frightened look—as of a being who felt 
himself quite astray, and at a loss in the pathway of human existence, and 
could only be at ease in some seclusion of his own‖ Hawthorne: 100-101). 
The story begins when Hester Prynne has a relationship with Arthur 
Dimmesdale, a young pastor of Puritan society. From that relationship, they get a 
little baby that make all of Puritan society angry. So, Hester gets a punishment 
from Puritan society, without telling the father of the baby. She wears a symbol A 
and stands on a pillory for three hours there, carrying her baby with her. The 
symbol of A in that time is meaning as a big sin. So, she can be seen and kown by 
all of Puritan society because of that incident. In the meantime, all people are 
talking about her disgrace and bad destiny.  
―What do we talk of marks and brands, whether on the bodice of her gown 
or the flesh of her forehead?‖ cried another female, the ugliest as well as 
the most pitiless of these self-constituted judges. ―This woman has brought 
shame upon us all, and ought to die. Is there not law for it? Truly there is, 
both in the Scripture10 and the statute-book. Then let the magistrates, who 
have made it of no effect, thank themselves if their own wives and 
daughters go astray!‖ (Hawthorne: 46). 
A man known as Roger Chillingworth, that known as Hester‘s husband, 
just arrives and sees his wife is being shamed. Without knowing what is going on, 
he finally asks to a man next to him. Then, that man tells what is going on in the 
market place.  
―to find yourself, at length, in a land where iniquity is searched out, and 
punished in the sight of rulers and people; as here in our godly New 
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England. Yonder woman, Sir, you must know, was the wife of a certain 
learned man, English by birth, but who had long dwelt in Amsterdam, 
whence, some good time a gone, he was minded to cross over and cast in 
his lot with us of the Massachusetts. To this purpose, he sent his wife 
before him, remaining himself to look after some necessary affairs. Marry, 
good Sir, in some two years, or less, that the woman has been a dweller 
here in Boston, no tidings have come of this learned gentleman, Master 
Prynne; and his young wife, look you, being left to her own 
misguidance—‖ (Hawthorne: 57-58). 
Hearing the man‘s explanation, Roger clarifying himself, his wife as a 
sinner partner. To make his plane works out, then he gets along with the pastor in 
the future, the physician can expose who actually Arthur Dimmesdale is. In the 
society, the physician is a person who is delegated to take care of pastor‘s health. 
As the story goes on, Hester cannot stand with her problem, notably hiding the 
physician‘s identity. She tells the truth to Arthur Dimmesdale. Beside that reason, 
there is something urgent that Hester cannot hide, it is about the condition of the 
pastor that always decreases day by day. That is happened because the pastor 
cannot stand with his sin and deceive toward God.  
Feeling depression for a long time, Arthur is in the selection sermon when 
he is speaking in front of Puritan society, he reveals everything by saying that he 
is a sinner partner of Hester. Before Arthur doing that, the physician tries to stop 
him, but that all are useful. He maintains on saying his deepen sin in front of 
Puritan society.  
―People of New England!‖ cried he, with a voice that rose over them, high, 
solemn, and majestic—yet had always a tremor through it, and sometimes 
a shriek, struggling up out of a fathomless depth of remorse and woe—
―ye, that have loved me!—ye, that have deemed me holy!—behold me 
here, the one sinner of the world! At last!—at last!—I stand upon the spot 
where, seven years since, I should have stood; here, with this woman, 
whose arm, more than the little strength wherewith I have crept 
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hitherward, sustains me, at this dreadful moment, from groveling down 
upon my face! Lo, the scarlet letter which Hester wears! Ye have all 
shuddered at it! Wherever her walk hath been—wherever, so miserably 
burdened, she may have hoped to find repose—it hath cast a lurid gleam of 
awe and horrible repugnance roundabout her. But there stood one in the 
midst of you, at whose brand of sin and infamy ye have not shuddered!‖ 
(Hawthorne: 240). 
 Therefore, a lot of Puritans feeling shock, knowing that fact as the 
consequence of his sin. He dies on Hester‘s body after telling about his regret to 
God and his regret to have adultery with her, and then kissing pearl for the last 
time and saying goodbye to her, and her daughter. The last word was spoken 
along with the pastor's last breath. The silence of everyone, who was still quiet at 
that time, broke in a deep voice filled with a sense of wonder and amazement, but 
still not able to say a word, except a thundering murmur after the spirit's 
departure.  
 ―Socialist feminism has a political and intellectual commitment to 
understanding the problems of women‘s oppression in terms of a real synthesis 
between the traditions of Marxist analysis and feminist theory‖ (Eseinstein, 1979). 
Hester, who at that time was judged by everyone because she had committed 
adultery, and stood for more than three hours above the place of preaching, chose 
her right to be silent. She did not say who the father of the baby was when she 
carried it when she was judged in front of all Puritan societies. Even though 
everyone looked at her sarcastically, and whispered to each other about her 
ugliness, she preferred not to say it. 
 Committing adultery at that time was a very taboo thing. For ordinary 
people, who when judged in front of many people because they make mistakes, let 
alone commit adultery, then that person will obey if he is judged. She will answer 
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all questions addressed to her, because she is afraid. But this does not apply to 
Hester. She dared to choose silence as his right, seeing in those days especially 
women, not many people would do the same courage as Hester did. 
That is the first thing that proves Hester Prynne as one of the socialist feminists. 
3.1.1 Hester Prynne Builds a Small Business 
The time of Hester Prynne getting out from the prison is coming. The 
prison‘s door was opened for her extensively. She gets out from the prison and 
still using the symbol of A, carrying a baby on her. Although she can leave 
Boston, she chooses not to go. She relaxes in a wild cabin on a patch of barren 
land at the edge of town.  
―On the outskirts of the town, within the verge of the peninsula, but not in 
close vicinity to any other habitation, there was a small thatched cottage. It 
had been built by an earlier settler, and abandoned, because the soil about 
it was too sterile for cultivation, while its comparative remoteness put it 
out of the sphere of that social activity which already marked the habits of 
the emigrants. It stood on the shore, looking across a basin of the sea at the 
forest-covered hills, towards the west‖ (Hawthorne: 76). 
Hester remains alienated from Puritan society. It is included of the town fathers, 
respected women, beggars, children, and even strangers. She assists as a walking 
example of a fallen woman, a warning tale for everyone to see. Even though she is 
an untouchable, Hester remains able to support herself due to her uncommon 
talent in needlework.  Her taste for the attractive fills of her embroidery, 
interpreting her work fit to be worn by the governor even though it shameful 
source.  
 Even though living alone, without a friend in this world who dared to 
appear, she was never afraid of deficiencies. She has artistic talent, even in areas 
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that offer a narrow scope for her existence, to meet the feeding needs of her 
growing baby and herself.  
―She possessed an art that sufficed, even in a land that afforded 
comparatively little scope for its exercise, to supply food for her thriving 
infant and herself. It was the art—then, as now, almost the only one within 
a woman‘s grasp—of needle-work‖ (Hawthorne:77).   
Embroidering at that time and also as it is now, is almost the only art that can be 
done by women. On her chest, in the form of a unique embroidered letter, there 
are examples of the results of her soft and beautiful creativity. High lace collars, 
elaborate lapels, and beautifully embroidered gloves are all considered necessary 
for power, and are permissible for people of high degree and wealth, although the 
law of simplicity forbids such luxuries for the low class. For funeral decorations, 
there are also many special requests that Hester Prynne can do either for the 
corpse, or for symbols made of black cloth and white linen layered in layers, 
depicting the sadness of the relatives left behind. Because the baby at that time 
was wearing an elegant linen robe, she could also expect wages by doing it. 
 This talent actually was known at first glance, when Hester Prynne 
standing on the scaffold of sermon from the first time, and the red symbol of 
scarlet letter A on her. Her special clothes which she made in prison for this 
occasion, and she designed them according to her wishes, seemed to reflect her 
attitude, the indifference of her feelings, with her uniqueness that was unusual and 
interesting. But the thing that caught all of eyes there, and what made Hester 
Prynne look like they were the first time they had seen it, the beautifully 
embroidered scarlet letter and illuminated by the sun on her chest.  
―But the point which drew all eyes, and, as it were, transfigured the 
wearer—so that both men and women, who had been familiarly 
     digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
M a r d i y a | 29 
 
 
 
acquainted with Hester Prynne, were now impressed as if they beheld her 
for the first time—was that SCARLET LETTER, so fantastically 
embroidered and illuminated upon her bosom. It had the effect of a spell, 
taking her out of the ordinary relations with humanity, and inclosing her in 
a sphere by herself. ―She hath good skill at her needle, that‘s certain,‖ 
remarked one of her female spectators; ―but did ever a woman, before this 
brazen hussy, contrive such a way of showing it!‖ (Hawthorne: 48). 
Many people who watch that for the first time, feeling so good of it. Because there 
is no one before her that make a beautiful embroidery and show of them in that 
condition. So there are many people also regard that Hester shows her skill in her 
punishment as unimportant thing. 
 Step by step, without taking too long, the craft became fashionable at 
that time. Whether because of feelings of pity for women who are unfortunate, or 
indeed because only Hester can fill in the gaps that exist. For sure, many 
embroidery orders can be done. The dandy who could be said to embarrass 
themselves by wearing clothes embroidered by the hands of the sinner Hester in 
grand and grand ceremonies. The results of her work are seen on the governor's 
frilly collar, on the shawl of military officials, and on the claws of the clergy. The 
embroidery also adorned the baby's little hat, and it would also be confined and 
become weathered in the coffin. But never once did her work be used to decorate 
a white veil that covered the purity of the bride's red color. This exception shows 
the efforts of the people who endlessly revile the sins they have committed. 
―But it is not recorded that, in a single instance, her skill was called in to 
embroider the white veil which was to cover the pure blushes of a bride. 
The exception indicated the ever relentless vigor with which society 
frowned upon her sin‖ (Hawthorne: 77-78). 
 Despite of her success, Hester felt lonely and was aware of her 
constantly alleviated self. When shaming begins to burn herself, she seeks a 
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friendship or sympathy from everyone, but to no avail. She dedicated part of her 
time to charity, but even this was more a punishment than a convenience, which 
she often insulted, and made clothes for the poor people with rough cloth abusing 
her aesthetic senses. 
 As the writer describe above, one important thing that Hester showed to 
the public when she was judged, namely the embroidery creativity she made 
herself. The embroidery was in the form of a red symbol on her shirt, which was 
very bright for everyone to see. A red symbol that indicates that she was a sinner, 
which astonished everyone. Not because of the symbol, but the very interesting 
embroidery she made while in prison. The embroidery was made as if it would 
pour out all the contents of her heart. There are many people were astonished at 
the beauty of her embroidery, because at that time, only a handful of people could 
play her finger on a needle properly. But there are also people who think that 
Hester underestimates the punishment because she has made a beautiful 
embroidery, but knows the real reason. 
 That art can make Hester and her child survive. She can produce income 
from embroidery that she does, so that she can fulfill her needs every day. Not a 
few of them used the embroidery services, but many high-ranking officials used 
their beautiful embroidery. The art also opens up access for Hester to easily 
interact with Puritans, even though it is not easy to interact quickly and can be 
recognized by the community. For others, maybe this is a very difficult thing to 
do, but Hester enjoyed it, because that's where she can pour out all her heart's 
content. 
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3.1.2 Hester Relying on Pearl’s Strenght 
 One thing that was a Hester Prynne‘s relief is her daughter, Pearl, who 
was described in a great detail in the novel. The beautiful flower that grows from 
a sinful land, named Pearl because she was bought with all the wealth she had. 
And Pearl is the only treasure for her mother who at that time had it. ―she named 
the infant ―Pearl,‖ as being of great price,1—purchased with all she had—her 
mother‘s only treasure!‖ (Hawthorne: 83). Because in giving its existence, the law 
of a very large nature has been violated. Pearl is a creature that seems to naturally 
conflict with the strict rules of Puritan society. Pearl has all the descendants of 
Hester's despair, passion, and insubordination, and she always causes damage. 
Hester loved him very much, but Hester was also worried about his daughter. 
 Pearl is one of Hester‘s evidence of her struggle. Hester can raise and 
take care of her baby in the middle of her isolated live in Puritan society. She has 
no friends, she has no neighbor, and she has no husband beside her. But her 
struggle to build her life and raising her daughter is unbelievable, considering how 
hard living in that era. The discipline applied in families in those days was far 
harder than now. Furious anger, strong rebuke, punishment with bat which is 
often accompanied by advice from the holy book, all are given not only to punish 
violations, but also as a support for the growth and formation of all good qualities 
of children. However, single mother Hester Prynne for her only child, it is 
impossible for her to make a mistake by acting too hard. Because since the 
beginning she was aware of her own mistakes and bad luck, she always tried to 
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instill strict but gentle discipline control for the daughter who was her 
responsibility. 
―The discipline of the family, in those days, was of a far more rigid kind 
than now. The frown, the harsh rebuke, the frequent application of the rod, 
enjoined by Scriptural authority, were used, not merely in the way of 
punishment for actual offenses, but as a wholesome regimen for the 
growth and promotion of all childish virtues. Hester Prynne, nevertheless, 
the lonely mother of this one child, ran little risk of erring on the side of 
undue severity. Mindful, how - ever, of her own errors and misfortunes, 
she early sought to impose a tender, but strict, control over the infant 
immortality that was committed to her charge‖ (Hawthorne: 85). 
 Pearl herself was responsive to the differences from others, and when 
Hester tried to teach her about God, Pearl said, ‗I have no Heavenly Father!‘ 
(Hawthorne: 91).  Because Pearl is the only partner of her mother's life, he is also 
subject to the cruelty of men, city dwellers. Other children are very cruel because 
they can realize and know that something is wrong about Hester and his child. 
Knowing that he was alone in this world, Pearl created characters in his 
imagination to accompany him who did not have a friend. 
 Hester keeps Pearl as well as she can. Even though another people 
cruelty look them, Hester makes pearl using a good clothes that makes her look 
more beautiful. Hester uses her skill of her embroidery on Pearl‘s clothes. So, it 
makes Pearl look much lovely than another children. Pearl has natural elegance 
that does not always exist side by side with perfect beauty. No matter how simple 
the clothes she wears, always makes the viewer feel impressed, as if her clothes 
are the most suitable for her. Pearl is not dressed like a peasant. Hester has bought 
the most expensive clothing materials available, and devoted all her abilities to be 
creative in arranging and decorating clothes that her child will wear in front of 
public. 
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―...little Pearl was not clad in rustic weeds. Her mother, with a morbid 
purpose that may be better understood hereafter, had bought the richest 
tissues that could be procured, and allowed her imaginative faculty its full 
play in the arrangement and decoration of the dresses which the child 
wore, before the public eye‖ (Hawthorne: 83). 
 The small body looked so grand in its clothes, coupled with its beautiful splendor, 
which shone through a beautiful gown that could turn off simpler beauty, until a 
circle of brilliant light appeared around it. Even so, even a shirt that is rough still 
makes it look perfect. 
 One day, Hester Prynne went to Bellingham governor's house carrying a 
pair of gloves which she had decorated the edges, and had been embroidered 
according to the official's wishes. She had heard the intentions of several figures, 
who wanted to instill stronger principles in religion and government, to separate 
her from her daughter. The important reason was what prompted Hester to speak 
with an important pedestrian in the settlement, besides delivering the embroidered 
gloves. With the thought that Pearl was a demonic child, the pious Christian 
people argued that her mother's soul needed to be saved from a block that blocked 
the path of truth. If it turns out that the child really has the ability in moral growth 
and faith and has the main element of salvation, it is more beneficial for her if the 
education in that field is given by a wiser and better side than Hester Prynne. 
Among those who proposed the plan, the governor of Bellingham was among the 
most busy to support it. It does seem extraordinary and too ridiculous, that such 
matters are deemed necessary to be discussed publicly by important officials. In 
this primitive era, problems with problems that did not concern the interests of the 
community, and which were less qualified than the welfare of Hester and her son, 
were mixed with negotiations on draft laws and state regulations. 
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―Hester Prynne,‖ said he, fixing his naturally stern regard on the wearer of 
the scarlet letter, ―there hath been much question concerning thee, of late. 
The point hath been weightily discussed, whether we, that are of authority 
and influence, do well discharge our consciences by trusting an immortal 
soul, such as there is in yonder child, to the guidance of one who hath 
stumbled and fallen, amid the pitfalls of this world. Speak thou, the child‘s 
own mother! Were it not, thinkest thou, for thy little one‘s temporal and 
eternal welfare, that she be taken out of thy charge, and clad so berly, and 
disciplined strictly, and instructed in the truths of heaven and earth? What 
canst thou do for the child, in this kind?‖ (Hawthorne: 102). 
As a mother, impossible for her to give her daughter easily to other people. 
Because, Pearl is the only one she has. Pearl is the power of Hester Prynne‘s life 
after all of bad things come to her. Holding on the symbol of the red A, Hester 
tells the governor that she can teach Pearl by that symbol. The governor says that 
symbol is her shame. But Hester still answer him softly. 
―Nevertheless,‖ said the mother calmly, though growing more pale, ―this 
badge hath taught me,—it daily teaches me,—it is teaching me at this 
moment,—lessons whereof my child may be the wiser and better, albeit 
they can profit nothing to myself‖ (Hawthorne: 102). 
How great Hester shows her love to her daughter, Pearl. Because of Pearl is the 
only one reason that Hester can continue her life in her difficult life.  
 Pearl is fascinated by the red symbol on Hester's shirt. And sometimes 
Pearl seems to make her feel tormented because she plays with the red symbol. 
One day, when Pearl showered the letter with wild flowers, Hester exclaimed in 
frustration, ‗Child, what art thou?‘ cried the mother. ‗O, I am your little Pearl!‘ 
answered the child (Hawthorne: 90). Pearl reversed her question to her mother, 
maintaining that Hester told of her origin. Hester wondered if Pearl might not be 
the clever child many people believed in her, because Hester was shocked by the 
rudeness of a child so young, at that time Pearl was about three years old. Her 
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attitude that shown for her child was her very worried attitude. Her worries 
showed how much she loved her child Pearl, and she was afraid that Pearl would 
not be a smart child. 
 As the writer mention above, Hester Prynne was exiled in a remote place 
on the outskirts of the city after being judge. At each step, she always gets a look 
of hatred and a whisper that is not good about her. Even though Hester walked 
face down, she didn't care about what they were talking about. Hester made a very 
big decision. She will raise her child alone. She will continue her life even though 
everyone has seen her despised. 
 This is not an ordinary thing that other women can do alone. They will 
prefer to do things that are not useful, because they feel very ashamed of their 
actions. They would prefer not to appear in front of the public by using red 
symbols on their clothes, considering that in those days, they were very cruel to 
the sinners. Another case of Hester who prefers to struggle to raise her child 
alone, without the need for a father for his child, or a husband whom she marries 
without a feeling of love. 
 Her daughter Pearl, had been taken away from her because Hester was 
considered not to be able to raise her alone. They also reasoned that Pearl should 
get more appropriate care and lessons. But Hester didn't give her child up. She 
was actually determined to take care of herself even without the help of others. 
Because for her, Pearl is the destiny that has been given by God for her caring and 
giving good education. 
3.2 Hester’s effort in Puritan Society 
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One of Hester‘s effort that make the Puritan society notice and respect her 
is being humble. Her service to the weak people, make her avowed. Being lonely, 
no friends, no husband, and also no neighbor, does not make Hester Prynne weak. 
She never give up. She continues her life with her embroidery skill, and raises her 
daughter well. Hester just wants her live being simple. Hester never life greedily. 
The normal life and the beautiful daughter are enough for her. Hester only wanted 
to live a rough life, with the simplicity that resembled a hermit for herself, and 
simple abundance for her child. The clothes she wore were made of the most 
coarse and very gloomy material, with one of the scarlet letters that had been 
destined to be worn. On the contrary, her child's clothes stand out with amazing 
creations which indeed make clear the beauty full of cheerfulness which from the 
beginning has begun to develop within the little girl, but which also has a deeper 
meaning. In addition to spending a little on her daughter's clothes, Hester donated 
all of her strengths to social interests, for poor people who fared worse than her, 
and who often insulted the hands that had fed them. A lot of time she could 
actually use to embroider, but instead she spent it by making rough clothes for the 
poor. Maybe she wanted to atone for her sin by doing such work, which also made 
her sacrifice a lot of life's pleasures. 
―Except for that small expenditure in the decoration of her infant, Hester 
bestowed all her superfluous means in charity, on wretches less miserable 
than herself, and who not unfrequently insulted the hand that fed them. 
Much of the time, which she might readily have applied to the better 
efforts of her art, she employed in making coarse garments for the poor‖ 
(Hawthorne: 78). 
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By that manner, Hester Prynne gets some characters in this world. With 
her great embroidery skill that is rare, the society cannot really alienate her in that 
time. 
―In this matter, Hester Prynne came to have a part to per- form in the 
world. With her native energy of character, and rare capacity, it could not 
entirely cast her off, although it had set a mark upon her, more intolerable 
to a woman‘s heart than that which branded the brow of Cain‖ 
(Hawthorne: 79).  
But, all of her relation with Puritan society, no one can make Hester feeling that 
she is the part of them. All of her moves, her words, even the clarity that relates 
on her, often expressed that she is really wasted. Hester was exercised herself for 
along of her time to handle it. She never cares about all of it, but sometimes found 
that her face is red, and she falls into her shoulder where the symbol is used. She 
also never pray a bad thing for her enemy, because she worries that even though 
her pray is for forgiving them, her good words will be changed as a damnation. 
That all of Hester hard effort in the middle of her loneliness. She never 
give up to make her life reasonable. She never care the rough talking and the hurt 
gazing from the townpeople, even though sometimes it makes her remember into 
her red symbol and make her very sad. Hester Prynne interact with the poor 
people very well. And year after years, she has opportunity to be the part of them. 
 As the writer show before, Hester can establish relationships with poor 
people and people who need a help very well. Because, even though Hester had a 
very hard life, where she had to support her baby and herself in the bad view of 
others about her, she used all her energy and everything she had as long as it was 
beneficial to them. She gives a lot of valuable time by pursuing her embroidery 
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craft, only to listen to people who need to pour out their heart to her. Hester can 
live excessively, because she gets a lot of benefits from the embroidery. But, he 
prefers to live simply, and share her income with the poor. 
 In her very cruel times, and the harsh treatment that would be carried out 
by the people against anyone who committed sin, Hester was not afraid to 
continue her life, which she also partially gave to the people in need. Those who 
are afraid to do all the good things because they have committed a sin, may never 
be able to protect the lives of people who need a help. Because they would think 
that their life were just so tragic, so it was very likely they would ignore other 
poor people. So, the noble thing that Hester Prynne did was a new breakthrough 
for women in that time. Therefore, everyone who met Hester on the road, they 
would happily greet her, although she never responded, or even though they were 
very compelled to get a response from their greeting, Hester would put her hand 
on the red symbol which would finally make Hester reflect on it. Hester was 
highly recognized by the people, and would be proud if they showed and 
explained about Hester's kindness to them so far, towards foreigners in their city. 
3.3 The Effects of Hester Prynne’s Efforts 
 After experiencing and going through some very difficult trials, Hester 
Prynne's position is now quite different from when she had just served her 
punishment. Pearl is now seven years old. Hester, with embroidery of red letters 
glittering on her chest, had long been a common sight for city dwellers. As it is 
accustomed to happening if someone has a difference with the surrounding 
community, but does not want to interfere in their activities, a general view is 
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formed on Hester Prynne. Without worrying about losing anything, and without 
hope or desire to get something, only her sincere desire to be kind has returned the 
poor Hester to the path of truth. ―It is to the credit of human nature, that, except 
where its selfishness is brought into play, it loves more readily than it hates‖ 
(Hawthorne: 151). 
 Also seen that Hester who never wanted to get the pleasure of the world, 
more than just breathing in ordinary air, and daily foraging for Pearl and herself 
by working hard, it was quickly ready to help fellow humans if needed. In such a 
precarious situation, Hester showed a warm and friendly attitude, a spring 
containing human softness, never disappoints, and always gave as much as 
possible. Her chest, which is a sign of disgrace, is a soft pillow for the head who 
needs it. She was called the goddess of help, or it could be said that this life full of 
challenges named it. Something that was never wanted by either the world or 
herself. The letter is the symbol of her calling. People see how generous they are, 
there are much power to do and understand, that many don't want to interpret the 
red symbol A in its true meaning. According to Puritan society, the letter means 
"Able", because Hester Prynne has a very large female ability. 
―The letter was the symbol of her calling. Such helpfulness was found in 
her—so much power to do, and power to sympathize—that many people 
refused to interpret the scarlet A by its original signification. They said 
that it meant Able; so strong was Hester Prynne, with a woman‘s strength‖ 
(Hawthorne: 152). 
 Hester only visit the place where the occupants are facing problems, 
where it can hold Hester back. When all problems have been resolved, she is no 
longer there. Her shadow had disappeared through the door of their house. Hester 
has left, without even looking back to receive a thanks, if indeed that intention is 
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in their hearts that she has diligently helped. When she met them on the road, she 
never raised her face to receive their greetings. If they keep insisting on greeting 
her, she will put her finger on the red letter, and go on. This may be self-esteem, 
but it resembles humility so that it creates a soft feeling in people's hearts. The 
public has a cruel nature, they have the heart to refuse to be fair when sued too 
hard, but often they also provide abundant justice when asked with a minimum. 
Because they consider Hester Prynne's attitude to be a minimum demand, people 
tend to show a softer attitude towards their former victims, more than what the 
woman wants, or perhaps more than she deserves. 
 In their lives, they had forgiven Hester Prynne for her weakness. More 
than that, they began to see the red symbol not as the sin anymore, but as how 
much her great deeds. They will say to strangers that Hester Prynne is their very 
kind to the poor, very helpful to the sick, and very comforting to those who suffer. 
‗Do you see that woman with the embroidered badge?‘ they would say to 
strangers. ‗It is our Hester—the town‘s own Hester—who is so kind to the poor, 
so helpful to the sick, so comfortable to the afflicted!‘ (Hawthorne: 153). 
 The influence of that symbol on society, in Hester Prynne‘s heart itself 
was very large and unique. “The effect of the symbol—or rather, of the position in 
respect to society that was indicated by it—on the mind of Hester Prynne, herself 
was powerful and peculiar‖ (Hawthorne: 153). All her grandeur and elegance had 
become opaque because of the burning red stamp, and had been all the time long, 
so that what remained was in nonsense that could actually make people reluctant 
to approach. Even her physical beauty has undergone the same change. This may 
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be partly due to the simplicity of her clothes, and partly because of her modest 
attitude. It was also sad to see the changes that had occurred in her old hair which 
was very long and thick, which had either now been cut, or hidden behind her hat 
so that none of her sparkling curls appeared in the sun. Maybe this is all part of 
the reason why Hester's face no longer contains attraction for love, nor is there a 
pull on Hester's body which, although graceful and sturdy, can arouse the desire to 
embrace it, nothing in Hester's chest can make it a love pillow.  
 Some characteristics have disappeared from her, all qualities that are 
important to her femininity. That is the hard change that usually occurs in the 
nature and appearance of a woman when she has to live a very hard life. If she is 
be a soft woman, she will die. If she survives, the tenderness will disappear, or 
sink so deep in her heart that she can never be seen again.  
―If she be all tenderness, she will die. If she survive, the tenderness will 
either be crushed out of her, or—and the outward semblance is the same—
crushed so deeply into her heart that it can never show itself more‖ 
(Hawthorne: 154). 
The second theory is probably the most appropriate. She who was a really woman, 
and now no longer, could at any time change again to become a really woman, if 
there was a magic touch that could cause that change. 
 Hester Prynne really servives her life. She allows her pretty characters to 
be a really strong woman. She stands by herself to survives her life in her hard 
punishment which is in that time, it is really hard punishment because of what has 
Hester Prynne commited is very taboo. And the townpeople in that time, really 
cruel, and has no really good feelings to another who gets punishment. And she 
really no need a man beside her to work hard surviving her life. And it is so 
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amazing that Hester Prynne can pass all of the trials in that time, with her big 
power, Pearl, and with her beautiful embroidery skill that makes all of the 
townpeople amazed about it. 
3.3.1 Hester Prynne’s Self Reliance 
 Alexandra Kollontai argues that personal relationship as an important 
part of each individual‘s experience, and as such, are important such individual‘s 
struggle for a better life (1972). Considering from Hester own experience that 
build a relation with another, Hester believed that women were regarded as a 
dependence on men in puritan society. This situation leads to the tragic life of 
many women. With noble ideals to gain independence, women must take an 
action as soon as possible, as Hester thought. She thinks that the first step that 
must be taken is that all existing community systems must be destroyed first, and 
rebuilt with new and better things. Then, the opposite sex, or previous hereditary 
habits, which have become like nature for a long time, must be fundamentally 
changed more properly, before women can be permitted to take positions that 
seem appropriate and fair. Finally, all other difficulties can be immediately 
eliminated. Women cannot take advantage of this preliminary reform, until they 
themselves will experience greater and stronger changes.  
 With the control of this idea, Hester rebelled against the social order of 
the puritan society persistently. Not only independence in the economy that she 
won, but also in thought. 
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3.3.1.1 Hester Independence in Economy 
 In Puritan society, they believe that who will succeed and who fails will 
not be determined by himself, but is determined by God. Humans are divided into 
two groups. And bad people can't do anything, save something, or defecate until 
they ask God for help. Li (2006) argues that such thinking is a sacred idea and 
cannot change. Whereas what happened to Hester was an exception, because they 
assumed that Hester herself changed it through her actions.  
 In those days, art was a craft that almost only a handful of people could 
play their hand at embroidering. It was owned by Hester Prynne who was very 
good at embroidering, so that Hester could make herself and her growing child 
fulfill her daily needs. ―only a changein the economic role of women, and her 
independent involvement production, can and will bring about a weakening of 
these mistaken and hypocritical ideas‖ (Kollontai, 1972). As mentioned above, 
many stitches are worn by high officials, governors, military people, ministers, 
babies and others. Holy and noble places are also decorated with beautiful 
embroidery. Undoubtedly, Hester gained her independence in the economy she 
worked on with a very hard effort without asking God for help. She never even 
asked for and put a burden on her lover Dimmesdale or her husband 
Chillingworth, who should be responsible for her very sad life. This is the true 
success for womanhood, which can show interpreting that women do not always 
depend on men. They can get their lives with their own hands and intelligence. 
 Thinking of a deeper meaning, the greatness of Hester in playing her 
hand so that it forms a beautiful embroidery is not only an art, but also a way for 
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her to let all of her emotions and desires go for what she has been facing. If a 
woman gets pleasure, it will not be easily understood by the opposite sex. From 
the difficult hard work where she had to use the needle well, for Hester it might be 
a way to express her emotions. And therefore, Hester can easily grow her passion. 
3.3.1.2 Hester Independence in Thought 
 ―Independence does not mean living alone without requiring the 
intervention of others in the process of life. The role of other people is needed in a 
reasonable portion. Considering that human are social beings with simbiotic 
mutualism‖ (Sustika, 2018). In puritan societies, a woman must maintain 
obedience to her husband, even if she does not have a little love for her husband. 
And furthermore, she must kill her natural love in him, rather than let his family's 
life be destroyed just because she doesn't love her husband. However, Hester did 
not heed this rule at all. She broke away from her old husband, Chillingworth, 
who was not heard, who she did not love and preferred to fall in love with a young 
priest, Dimmesdale. She dared to bring her freedom with her love. It can be seen 
from the whole story that Hester never ignores human values such as 
individuality, personal freedom and personal life. She has her own secret that no 
one else knows. When asked about the name of her lover, namely the father of her 
child, she did not disclose it at all. Hester used her individual rights and regarded 
them as weapons to fire Puritanism. 
 Her independence in thought was repeated again when she faced the 
Governor of Bellingham because of the problem of Pearl guardianship. She 
ventured herself to refuse taking over the trusteeship of Pearl with a very large 
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and unimaginable struggle. Hester said that God had given Pearl to her. And 
Hester did not give him the slightest chance to be able to take over custody of her 
child because Hester was considered not to be able to raise her child properly 
alone in her current condition. Hester's actions prove that femininity is not 
something that proves weakness, but on the contrary, it proves the strength that is 
created from her femininity. And it was also able to find a method to save 
themselves. 
 For seven solitary years, Hester never made a problem with the 
community. Unconsciously, every time she walked she always lowered her head 
and she never raised her head just to receive a reply from the person who greeted 
her. If they were firm to contact her, she puts her hand on the red symbol on her 
chest which had begun to wear out. Outwardly, she uses the red symbol which 
calls herself an evil woman. In her heart, she is in speculation, silence, and quiet 
time with Pearl, sewing, and finding this as good. Although the red symbol that is 
commonly used by humans to mark sin, Hester has properties that are so strong 
and very devastating that there is no sympathy for humans who can achieve them. 
Satirically, only the red letters are their passports to areas where others do not 
dare to step. As Hawthorne illustrates, Hester views from a different perspective 
on human institutions, and whatever has been determined by pastors or legislators. 
The tendency of fate and wealth is something that frees him. Shame, loneliness, 
and despair are the biggest teachers. Then a hard and wide thing which makes it 
strong. 
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 Embarrassed and exiled from other community members, Hester became 
contemplative. He speculates about human nature, social organization, and big 
moral questions. He was able to objectively see people and see many things he 
could not see before. - Walking back and forth, with those steps of loneliness, in 
the small world where he is connected outwardly, now and then to Hester who 
gives him sympathetic knowledge of hidden sins in other hearts. The people in the 
city were so busy covering up their mistakes and hiding their human desires that 
they could not see their own or each other's mistakes. Hester, who uses his signs 
of exclusion openly, does not need to worry about other people's opinions, and 
gets an institution - insight into the hearts of those who throw away.  
 At the end of the novel, Hester has become a proto-feminist mother 
figure for women in the community. Meng (2003) illustrates that the 
embarrassment inherent in her red letter has long since disappeared. The woman 
admitted that her sentence was partly derived from the sexism of the city father, 
and they came to Hester seeking protection from the sexist forces in which they 
themselves suffered. This fact shows that Hester's independence in thought has 
gained recognition among women. 
 All the independence she had done so far, produced results that she 
never thought. For many years she had received unfair treatment from the Puritan 
society because of the mistakes she made. However, as time passed, people began 
to realize the good thing that had never been given by a person who had a very big 
problem. 
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 The red emblem attached to Hester's clothes, which had so far marked 
her as a sinner, now also began to have a meaning that was different from the real 
meaning. Puritan society assume that the red symbol A is a symbol of the meaning 
of the word ―Able‖. They think of it like that, because Hester had what other 
women did not have in the invitation. Hester has a very strong strength in fighting 
for a difficult life in the middle of a very cruel society. Hester has great 
independence in finding ways to continue to fight for his life properly. Hester also 
has a great will where no one can prevent her will, even if the person who has a 
big power. And Hester also has a broader mindset in that time. And that is all that 
makes Hester have the nickname as a versatile woman who can do everything 
herself, without begging for help from others.  
 She worked in the middle of a society that considered her despicable, to 
fight for her life. Without the slightest bit of fear and faltering from them, Hester 
continued her very difficult life struggle. Hester is an example of a great woman 
in that time, because at least she could invite women who in that time were still 
controlled by many men, to do something that could make them get their rights as 
a woman. So, with such a big change, women will not be easily treated as 
arbitrarily by men. And the treatment, will raise the rank of women, so that they 
have social, political and cultural similarities with men. 
 This is an important point that can change the thinking of today's society 
which still considers women to be dependent on income and controlled by men. 
This change will also be very helpful, especially for men so they can make their 
work easier in earning a living, because women can also do what men can do. 
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And this change will also elevate the degree of a woman, both seen with a soft 
female character, but can also make a strong impression. It will also create the 
idea that in modern times, everything will also become modern as well as a 
thought in women. Women who have broad thoughts will use their rights as 
strong women who will no longer be controlled by the power of men due to 
gender differences and so on.  
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CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION 
4.1 Conclusion 
 In this chapter, the researcher will show conclusions from the analysis 
that has been discussed at length. The main character played by Hester Prynne in 
novel entitled The Scarlet Lettrer, gets a severe sentence for committing an 
adultery which in that era was considered the greatest sin. Hester was judged and 
treated unfairly by the Puritans. Hester was increasingly hated because she did not 
want to say the identity of the father of her baby, Pearl. Hester uses a red symbol 
A on her shirt as a sign that she is a sinner. 
 Hester began her life by building a small business that she built with her 
embroidery skills. The skill of Hester‘s embroidery is very good, so there are 
many governors that use her creativity in their clothes. With that, she can fulfill 
her life needs and her children without asking any helps from another people 
including her hsuband and her love. Hester also lived her ordeal by relying on the 
strength that she got from her child. Because the only one she has and the most 
valuable is her daughter, Pearl. She educated her and loved her well, because 
Pearl was born with a huge sacrifice in her life. 
 Hester didn't just give up her life. She continued to struggle with all her 
might. She tried to blend well with the Puritans, although many of them were 
cruel to her. Hester shared her income with the poor. Hester used the time she 
could use to generate income from the embroidery, to make clothes to give to the 
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poor. She entertains sad people, even caring for sick people. She is very humble to 
the poor people in Puritan. She visistes the poor people‘s house to help, to care, to 
entertain, to listen, and to give suggestion for them. 
 With her struggle so far, Hester finally gained recognition from many 
people in the Puritans. They no longer call the red symbol on Hester's shirt sin, 
but they interpret the opposite meaning. The red symbol A is now interpreted as 
―Able‖, because Hester can do what other people rarely can do. Proudly, they 
often recognize Hester as theirs to strangers. Hester Prynne‘s effort in her 
alianated, make the people really realize her existance. 
 That all of Hester's story. It is very heartbreaking and very inspiring, 
especially for women. Hester is a good example of changing narrow thinking. 
Thoughts that always assume that women are always controlled by men, and 
women are weaker than men so women can only rely on men. Hester is an 
example of a feminist, where she can use her rights as a woman without fear of 
being controlled by men. 
 As the researcher mentioned above, this research is hoped to give many 
moral values that can be taken in it. As the result, the main character of the novel, 
Hester Prynne, can change the people‘s thought that the sinner is not falls at all. 
By that adultery, Hester manage herself to become a stronge woman in the 
difficult situation. Hester also learn herself from the adultery that she had 
commited with the young pastor to be passion. Hester also teaches her daughter 
well although the people around abuse them. 
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 There are still many aspects which can be analyzed about the novel. The 
researcher hopes that another researchers can make this research as the previous 
study that can help their research. And the researcher hopes that this study also 
become a good study for human being, especially for women in the next 
generation.   
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